


To the Honorable H. A. W. Skeen, Judge of the circuit court for 
Lee County, Virginia: 


Humbly complaining, your orator, N,Ppennington, respectfully 


wo Mier : 
represents, that on the 29, day of July, 1896, in Lee County, Vir- 


ginia, he wes married, according to the laws of the State of Virginie, 
to one S.E.Napier; that he and his said wife lived together as man 
and wife in said Lee County, Virginia, from the dete of their mar- 
riage for something like two years, when the» moved tempotily to 

the State of Kentucky where your orator was engaged ine job of work; 
that they lived together as man and wife in said State of Kentucky, 
temporarily, for a period of something like three months, when they 
returned to their home in Lee County, Virginia, where they continued 
to live together as man and wife until about the month of September, 
in the year 1900, when your orator became suspicious that his said 
wife was not a true and fatthful wife, and having good reason for 

his suspicions, thereupon left her and ceased to live with her; that 
he last co-habited with his said wife in Lee County, Virginia, about 
or shortly prior to the month.of September, 19003 that he is now, 
and has been for a longer period of time than one year preceding 

fhe, wistitutuon ef thie suit); Gm tect , neardy fl) his life, domiciled 
in Lee County, Virginia; that his said wife had likewise been domi- 
ciled in the State of Virginia, for more than a year preceding the 
institution of this suit, and only left this State some two or three 
days before the institution of the same. 

Your orator further represents that of the said marriage two 
children were born, namely, Dewey and Auburn, now aged three and two 
yeers respectively, and both of whom are now in the custody of your 
oretom an bee County, -Vibeinre. 

Your orator further represents that the said S.E.Pennington, 
since he left her in September, 1900, and he believes also before that 
time, has been guilty of frequent acts of adultery, with various 
licentious men; that he is unable to state the exact time or place 
of any particular act of adultery on her part, but from about the 


latter part of June or Tirst pap of July, 1902, she stayed at* the 





home of Frank Hollen, near Miller's Chapel, in Lee County, Virginia. 
for a period of some two to four weeks, and while there wax com- 
mitted acts of adultery with various persons at or near his house, 

and the said Hollen accidentally learning of her character and adul- 
terous acts, refused to allow her to longer remain at his house, and 
ordered her to leave, which she did; that, shortiy after, leaving the 
home of the said Hollen, she went m to a place in Wise County, Vir- 
ginia, called Mud Lick, which is a new mining town, where she remained 
at first one house and another, until about the date of the institu- 
tion of this suit when she very abruptlyleft and went to the State of 
Kentucky; and during the time she was at Mud Lick, she committed va- 
rious and sundry acts of adultery, at the house occupied by J.P.Hughes, 
at the house occupied by Wm.Garrett, and at various other places in 


said town of Mud Lick, and in fact, during the greater part of the 


time she was at the town of Mud Lick lived in adultery with one C.D. 


Russell, at whatever place they could get to stay under one pretense 
and another; and that the said S.E.Pennington is now pregnant, and 
will in a short time, if nothing happers to prevent it, give birth 
to a bastard. 

Your orator, further represents that he has not co-habited with 
the said $.E.Pennington since he had had knowledge of her adultery, 
and in fact, since his first suspicions of her unfaithfulness in the 
fall of the year 1900; and that said acts of adultery by her were not 
committed by the procurement or connivance of your orator. 

Your orator further alleges that the said S.E.Pennington is not 
& suitable verson to have the custody of their said two children. 

The premises considered, the prayer of your orator is, that the 
said $.Ff.Pennington be made party ‘efendant to this biil; that order 

ad Ip Ke el Bh ter 2A) goer liad Gy bar 
of publication be meade, published and posted aseinst—her 5 that she 
pe required to answer the several allegations of this bill, but not 
on oath, as that is expressly waived; that upon a hearing of the 
cause, a decree be rendered granting your oretor a divorce a vinculo 


matrinonii, and giveing him the custody of said two infants; and 


that full general relief be granted. XK Mya ll: > Pq. 





Virginia, Lee County, to-wit: 
I, A.B.Munsey, clerk of the circuit court for the county and 
otate aforesaid, do hereby certify that N.Pennington, plaintiff in 


the within bill of complaint, this day came before me in my office 


and made oath that the statements therein contained in so far ag they 


are made from his own knowledge, are true, and in so far as made 
from knowledge or information derived from other sources, he believes 


them to be true, 


Given under my hand this the 18th day of repruary, 1906%, 
| | IT] 
vf; clerk, 





L.T. HYATT, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
JONESVILLE, VIRGINIA. 
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This cause came on this the-d—dey-of -tMarchs—+902, to be heard 


Bpon wire) oid of the plaintiff, order of publication duly made, pub- 


lished and posted as to the defendant, who is a non-resident of the 


State of Virginia, and the depositions of witnesses, and was argued 
by counsel, Upon consideration whereof, the court is of ovinion 

that the evidence shows the defendant to have been guilty of adul- 
tery, and it is therefore adjudged, ordered and decreed that the 

bond of matrimony heretofore existing between the plaintiff, N.Pen- 
nington and the defendant, 5.h.Pennington, be and the Same is hereby 
annulled; and that the plaintiff be and he is hereby granted a di- 
vorce a vinculo matrimonii; that the plaintiff recover of the defend- 
ant the costs @f this suit; and that this cause be stricken from 


the docket, 
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The depositions o€ Hilbert Garrett and others taken before me, 
G@.P.Cridlin, a notary public in and for the County of Lee and State 
of Te Be ey Phy “TP. ee Oe eases, Wad in the town of Jones- 

/99S, 

ville Winginia, ieee G4 spate Maan ake ar Bilas ‘without notice, the 
defendant AA A a non-resident of the satet of Virginia, and an 
order of publication having been duly made,published and posted 
and compieted inthe hereinafter named suit against said defendant, 
and which depositions are intended to be read as evidence in behelf 

f the plaintiff in a certain suit in chancery now depending in the 
Circuit Court of Lee County, Virginia, in whichN.Pennington is plain4 
tif’ and S.E.Pennington is defendant, 

present L.T.Hyatt, attorney for plaintiff, 

Eibert Garrett a witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 
as follows: 

Q.1.-- State your ege residece and occupation. 

A.-- I am 44 years old,reside near Jonesville, Va. and am a farmer 
and lumberman, 

Q.2.-- Have you been working for some months at a place called 
Mud Lick in Wise County, Va.? 

A.e-- JI have. 

Q0.5.-~- Are you acaueinted with S.H,Pennington, the defendant in 
this case? 

A.-~ I am, 

Q.4.-- Please state whether or not you ever saw any improper con- 
duct on her part with any person, and if so tell what it was, when 
it occurred and where? 

A.-- bast fall, apout September or October,1902, at Mud Lick, Ya. 
I saw her and one C,D.Rusell sitting on a bed together and hugging 
and kissing each other, They went off in the night together and 
staid something like half the night and then came in together. I 
also saw them going about together up there often, about like mar- 


ried people, 
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Qo8.e- When did said S.E.Pennington leave Mud Liek and under 
what circumstances? 

A.-- She left there some four or five weeks ago. I under= 
stood that @.D.Russell's wife was coming to Mud Lick as said 
Russell was sick, and that he had to ship thia woman before 
his wife came. 

Q.6,-— Where did she go to if you know? 

A.~=- She said she was going to her father's in Harlan, Cos’ 
KY» 

Q.7.-- Is it not a fact that it was the general talk apout 
Wud Lick that she and said ¢C.D.Russell ware living together 
in adultery? 

Aw-~ It 18-6 

Q.8.-- At whose house were they staying if you Know? 

A.-- They staid some at J.P.Hughes' and at Park Bledsoe's 


And further this deponent saith note bev 


Wit. claims 1 day $0.50. L : 


A.HeGarrett another witness of lawful age peing duly sw 
aworn deposes as follows: 

Q.1.-- State your age, residence and occupation? 

Ae-- I am 18 years old, reside at Truro mines in Lee County 
Virginia, and mynoccupation is mining.» 

Q.2e-- Are you acquainted with S.F,Pennington. the defend- 
ant in this suit? 

A.-- I am! 

Q.3e-- Nid she ever at any time make her home, or stay with 
frank Holland, if so tell when it was and where he lved at the 
time? 

A.-- Yes, she lived with Frank Holland, near Miller's Chapél 
some three or four weeks last July. 

Q.3e-- During the time she lived at Frank Holland's, at or 
near his house, do you know of her committing any acts of 


adultery? 


hy-o 





sm~- YOS Sif. 
And further this deponent saith 5 
Wit. claims 1 day $0.50. AL 
Paid by LeT.Hyatt. 
John Garrett} another witness of lawful age being duly 
sworn deposes as follows: 
Q-1.-- State your age, residence and occupation. 
Ae-- I am 22 years old, reside near Jonesville, Va. and am 
farmer and logrer. 
Q.8.-- Are you acquainted with SehePennington? 
A.~- I have seen her a few times and know her when I seeher 
Q-5e-- Have you been working at Mud Lick for some moths past 
A.-- [I have, 
Qe4.--— Did you see any improper conduct out said SoH.Penning= 
ton with any person, while you were at Mud Lick? 
A.-- Nothing,only saw her running around along the road with 
¢.D.Russell. 
Q.-5.-- Is it not a Pact that she and said (.D.Russell staid 
at the seme place at yfud Lick, and was it not the general 


talk there that they were living together in adultery? 


Ae--That was the talk there among the people. 


And further this deponent saith > Op 


Wit. claims 1 day $0.50. (is A , 
paid by L.T.Hyatt. mA H 4 \( 57a by, 


e 7 
Frank Holland another deinwle/at lawful age being duly sworn 

deposes as follows: 

Q.1l.-- Please state your age, residence and occupation, 

A.-- I am 23 years,I reside at Truro mines, Lee County, Virginia 
and am by occupation a miner, 

Q.2.-- Are you acauainted with S.&, Pennington? 

A.-- I am, 

Q.5.-- Did she ever live at your house and if so when and how long? 


A.-- My wife was sick and I hired her to work at my house last 


July. She staid there about four weeks, 





Q.4.-- Where were you living at that time? 


A.-- I was living at Miller's Chapel, Lee County, Va., 


Q.5.-- While said S.H,Pennington was staying at your house did 
you observe any improper conduct on her part with any person and id 
when end with whom? 

A,-- At the time she was staying at my house I was working at the 
mines, and would leave home to go to my work early in the monrning 
and return late in the evening. While she was staying at my house 
one John Garrett got to wee ae there and playing around with her 
He came a great deal more often that was customary with him before 
then. My wife became suspicious and told me that she thought there 
was something wrong going on between John Garrett and the defendant 
here, and on one Sunday morning he was at my house and was in the 
kitchen with Mrs, Pennington. I heard them talking and I caught 
enough of it to understand that they were making arrangements to h 
bage a meeting out somewhere. John ijeft in a few minutes, and I 
went into the kitchen to get a bucket to get some water, Ms. Pen-= 
nington wanted to go for the water, but I told her I would go, and 
she insisted very much that I allow her to go. I went to the spring 
and after looking around a little I found John Garrett down in a sink 
hole lying down. I had a conversation with said Garrett there and 
AREMESaxXMxMxax told him that I had caught up with him and he admittedd 
it and asked me not to say anything about it so his wife could get 
hold of it. I told him I was going to the house and make the woman 
leave and he asked me not to do that and that he would not bother 
around her any more, I went back to the house paid Mrs. Pennington 
what I owed her and told her to leave. She insisted on knowing 
what I wanted her to leave for and I finally told her that she 
was too think with John Garrett and was having him lkying around 
there after her, At first she got very mad but finally shh admitted 
her guilt and said if I would let her stay she not allow it to happ- 
pen any more, But I paid her and made her leave, 


And further this devonent saith not, 


Wit claims 1 day $0.50, Hr ant) dfotl ob 
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W.M.Hall another witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 

as follows:- 

Q.1.-- State your age, residence and occupation, 

A.-- I em 24, reside at Jonesville, Va, laborer, 

Qe2.-- Are you acwyuainted with one S.E,Pennington? 

A.-- [ am acquainted with a woman who was staying last summer 
at Frank Holland's, and T heard that that was her name, 

Q.3.-- Did you ever know her to be guilty of any improer or 

immoral conduct, and if so tell when it was what it was and all 
about it, 


A.-- Last summer while she was staying at Frank Holland's, Inmet 


her in the road some distance beyond Frank Holland's house, spoke 


to her and passed on, She stopped sat down her grip as if to talk 
to me and I stopped and talked to her. I asked her if she was leav- 
ing Holland's and she said she was, I sat down on the fence and 

she came over to me and sat down in my lap. I asked her if she 
would not go down to the Sulpher Springs turn up the right hand 
road and wait on top of the hill till I came, she said she would go 
and she did go. I went on over there and met her and went went toe 
gether up i the woods. We sat down there and talked and she semmed 
tp be in a hurry, She asked me what we came up there for, and I told 
her my purpose was to have sexual intercourse with her, then she 
asked me if I was going to and I told I was not that T was afraid 
there was something wrong withjher. ohe tried to convince me that 


~—_ 


She was all right but I did not have anything more to do with her, 
J told her, however, that if she would stay at Sneads that night 
that I would come over there, and she told me that she would xe and 
told me to be sure to some over, but I didn't go, 

And further this deponent saith not, 


Wit. claim 1 day. $0.50, 





Virginia, Lee County, tot#wit: 
1, GeorP,Cridiin, “a.uegtary public in and for the Countyband 


State aforesaid,’ do certify that the foregoing depositions of Kl- 
tL NA 
bert Garrett, A.H.Garrett, John Garrett and Frank Holland, were 


taken, sworn to and subscribed before me at the time 5° prace-and for 


the purpose in the caption mentioned, 


Given under my hand this the 19th day of Feb. 1903. 
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Everett Waddey Co., 


Stationers and Printers Form No. 301. 
Richmond, Va. i ih 


In the Clech’s Office of the dec iy ae @o wet of the 120. Ag, OF 
on. the 21K Lae day of FAIAAABAT _192F. 








: \ Ler toibowgees 


urther ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four we 
von am eae a)... and that a copy be posted at the front door of the court- Ag of of this. 
| Ss first ee of the next term of the_._C @eeaipty 





FormM No. 301. 











ORDER OF 


PUBLICATION, 





Everett Waddey Co. 


Stationers and Brintés, | Form No. 201. 
ichmond, Va. 3 








Ju the Clech’s Office of thre. eee Cow of trotoe cattle ,__of 
Sd ee ae on thre... 2@ sk = day of. 





against 


Ne ee ee Verret tt a tt ee eee eee eer Scinuienietniababetaratetnieiiatetateteietttet ttt ate a DELI TT tt Ls So Te eee a ais A ——~S, t 


de ic Aen £ Le ge. aWetendant : } 


The object of this suit is to_@ 


And an affidavit having been made and filed that the Tease) ne Pn 7 ee 


not resident of the State of Virginia, it is ordered that. OAc..........do appear here withing. 4eo21, ola 
after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to protect interest in this suit. An 
further ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four weeks in the. 


, and that a copy be posted at the front door of the court-house of fee, 





Form No. 301. 








ORDER OF 


PUBLIGATION. 





Everett Waddey Co., 
Stationers and Printers,+ Form No. 302. 
Richmond, Va. coeemen Ths 


In the Cloch’s Office of the dorset Court of the Ceuk, 


is 
fe ei SOA ere eee ee Patti oe 
against - amend 


This ‘day “An UN) gee _..personally appeared 


before me, «75k 7b, 54 a7 | 


Clerk of the said Court, 


— 


and being duly sworn, made oath that... WJ... es a @ ag Ia oo, os ex V4 OF et os 


defendant in the said suit «9 not@resident of the State of NCA ee 





OF 


AFFIDAVIT FOR ORDER 
Us 
PUBLICATION. 
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Everett Waddey Co. 


Stationers and Printeis, L Porm No. 204 
Richmond, V 


‘he Commonweallfr of Vicqinia, 


To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting : 


. to appear before, 


tHeFeot on ve /PTAy of 


in behalf of the 


AAW 2 _. Defendant . And this. 22 
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CERTIFICATE OF 
ORDER OF PUBLICATION, 





——_—————— -_ 


We, C. S. Cox and C. R. Sprinkle, 


Editors of the SoutHwast VIRGINIAN, 


a weekly newspaper published at Jones- 
ville, Lee county, Virginia, do hereby 
certify that thé annexed notice was 
published in said paper once a week 





8. E. Pennington 


_ One of OF Publication 


FIRGINI A—Ip the Clerk's S$ -Ollice of tire | 
Circuit Court of tne County, of Liege . Ou Ft 


the 21st day of a WOO Dae | 
Nig pa Pir. Dee) ok 
“IN ou Y 


Deft. ~ 
The object of this suit is to obtain a de 


eree dissolving the bonds of matrimony 


heretofere contracted and now existing 


between the plaintiff aed the defendant. 


And an attidavit having been made and 


fied that the defendant S. BK. Pep 
nington is not resident of the State 


of Virginia, itisordered that she do ape 


pear here within fiftegn days after dae 
publication hereof, and do wat may 


be ne cossary to protect her iuverest in 
this suit. and it is further ordered that 
ae py hereof be published onse a week | 
for four weeks in the SOUTHWEs? Vin- 


GINIAN, and that a copy ~be posted at the 


front door of the Courthouse of this County 


on the first day of the next term of vee 
County Cour t. A copy-teste: 
} wee A. BE, MUNSEY, -Clerk. 

. At NPege2 083 
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